Soluble antigen of M. leprae coupled with liposomes elicits both "early" and "late" delayed hypersensitivity skin reactions.
The soluble antigen(s) of Mycobacterium leprae was(were) coupled to liposomes and used for skin testing of leprosy patients, hoping that this mode of antigen presentation would be identical to that of integral lepromin. The liposomized antigen(s) elicited both early (24-48 hr) and late (3-4 weeks) delayed-type hypersensitivity reactions, true to the nature of lepromin, unlike the soluble antigen(s) alone which elicit(s) only the early reaction.